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Aaron Ardiri is the CEO and co-founder of RloT Secure, specializing in loT security for resource-
constrained environments. With nearly three decades of experience in embedded systems and software
development, Aaron has driven innovation in secure communication protocols and hardware sandbox
models. His career spans diverse industries, including gaming and mobile applications, where he has
consistently pushed the limits of what devices can achieve, particularly in terms of security and efficiency.
His leadership has positioned RIoT Secure as a leader in IoT security, focusing on scalable, sustainable
solutions. Aaron’s commitment to advancing secure technology continues to empower businesses in their
digital transformations.



Recently, in an exclusive interview with Digital First Magazine, Aaron shared his professional trajectory, the
inspiration behind establishing RloT Secure AB, personal hobbies and interests, future plans, words of
wisdom, and much more. The following excerpts are taken from the interview.

Hi Aaron. Can you share your professional journey and what sparked your passion for your field?

From the moment | first interacted with anything digital, my path was clear. Growing up during the advent
of household gaming and the proliferation of personal computing, my childhood fascination turned into a
lifelong passion. This early exposure to technology led me to programming at a young age and solidified
my decision to pursue a career in information technology. The challenges of optimization, security, and
making the most out of minimal resources provided a thrilling backdrop to my formative years.

My professional journey has been defined by a series of pivotal experiences across various technological
domains, from mobile solutions to embedded systems. Each step has been driven by a desire to
understand and improve how we interact with technology on a fundamental level. This pursuit has not only
refined my technical skills but also broadened my understanding of the vast impact technology can have
on daily life and global infrastructure.

Founding RIoT Secure as CEO was a culmination of my experiences and passions, uniting my technical
expertise with a leadership role that challenges me daily. At RloT Secure, we’re pushing the boundaries of
10T security, a field that is as dynamic as it is critical. Guiding a team that is equally passionate about
securing the interconnected world offers a profound sense of purpose and drives us towards innovative
solutions that protect countless devices and systems across the globe.

What was the inspiration behind establishing RloT Secure AB? What is its mission and vision?

The inception of RloT Secure was catalyzed by a real-world event that highlighted the vulnerabilities in our
increasingly connected world. In 2017, a terrorist attack in Stockholm involving a stolen truck made it
painfully clear that the security measures in place were inadequate for the modern landscape of loT
devices. This event sparked the realization that robust, scalable security solutions were essential not just
for preventing unauthorized access, but also for enabling functionalities that could potentially save lives.
Inspired by the need for a system that could securely disable vehicles remotely, the idea for RloT Secure
began to take shape.

Our mission at RloT Secure is to create an loT security framework that is as pervasive as it is resilient. We
aim to equip all 1oT devices, from the simplest sensors to the most complex systems, with a level of
security that is currently only expected in high-stakes industries. This involves not just defending against
attacks but also ensuring that devices can continue to operate safely even when under threat. Our vision
extends beyond mere defense, aspiring to a future where I0T devices are inherently designed with security
as a foundational element, seamlessly integrated into their functionality.

As RIoT Secure has evolved, our focus has sharpened on developing solutions that empower devices with
autonomous security capabilities, enabling them to make intelligent decisions at the edge. We’re building
systems that not only protect themselves but also contribute to the security of the entire 10T ecosystem.
Through continuous innovation and a commitment to excellence, we strive to lead the charge in
transforming how security is integrated within the 10T industry, setting new standards that inspire others to
follow.

What are the most critical 10T security threats facing organizations today, and how can they be
mitigated?

The most critical loT security threats facing organizations today are multifaceted and complex, largely due
to the vast number of interconnected devices and the varying levels of security protocols in place. One of
the most pressing threats is the lack of standardized security measures across devices, leading to

vulnerabilities that can be exploited by malicious actors. This inconsistency is exacerbated by the fact that



many loT devices, particularly those that are resource-constrained, are not designed with robust security in
mind. As a result, they become easy targets for attacks such as data breaches, unauthorized access, and
even the commandeering of devices for use in larger botnet attacks.

Another significant threat is the challenge of managing device lifecycles securely. Many organizations
struggle to maintain up-to-date firmware and software across their 0T fleets, leaving them exposed to
known vulnerabilities that could be patched. The lack of regular updates not only increases the risk of
exploitation but also creates challenges in maintaining the overall integrity of the IoT network. Additionally,
as loT devices proliferate, the sheer volume of data being generated and transmitted becomes a potential
liability if not properly secured, with risks of data interception and manipulation growing alongside the
number of connected devices.

To mitigate these threats, organizations must adopt a comprehensive approach to loT security that
includes both proactive and reactive strategies. This involves implementing end-to-end encryption, regular
security audits, and robust lifecycle management practices. At RloT Secure, we address these challenges
by providing a platform that integrates security at every stage of the device lifecycle, from development to
deployment to decommissioning. Our patented communication protocols, hardware sandboxing
techniques, and focus on edge computing ensure that even resource-constrained devices are protected
against the latest threats, while also being capable of autonomous decision-making in real-time, further
reducing the risk of compromise. By embedding security into the core of IoT devices, we help
organizations stay ahead of potential threats and maintain the integrity of their IoT ecosystems.

Moving forward, what role do you see artificial intelligence and machine learning playing in
enhancing loT security, and what are the potential challenges?

Artificial intelligence (Al) and machine learning (ML) are poised to revolutionize 10T security by enabling
more adaptive, intelligent, and autonomous security measures. As loT networks grow increasingly
complex, with billions of devices generating vast amounts of data, traditional security measures struggle to
keep pace with the evolving threat landscape. Al and ML can address this challenge by analyzing vast
datasets to identify patterns, detect anomalies, and predict potential security threats in real time. This
allows for the dynamic adjustment of security protocols, ensuring that 0T systems can respond to threats
more swiftly and effectively than ever before.

One of the most promising applications of Al and ML in loT security is the development of predictive
analytics tools. These tools can forecast potential vulnerabilities or attacks based on historical data and
current trends, enabling organizations to preemptively strengthen their defenses. For instance, Al-driven
systems can identify unusual behavior in loT devices, such as unexpected data transmission patterns or
unauthorized access attempts, and automatically initiate countermeasures. This proactive approach not
only helps prevent breaches before they occur but also minimizes the impact of any potential security
incidents, reducing downtime and maintaining the integrity of the network.

However, integrating Al and ML into 10T security is not without its challenges. One of the primary concerns
is the need for significant computational resources, which can be a constraint for resource-limited loT
devices. Additionally, the reliance on large datasets to train Al models introduces the risk of bias or errors,
potentially leading to false positives or missed threats. To overcome these challenges, it is crucial to
develop lightweight Al models optimized for edge computing environments, where the processing can
occur directly on loT devices without the need for constant cloud connectivity. As Al and ML technologies
continue to advance, they will undoubtedly play an increasingly critical role in fortifying loT networks, but
careful consideration must be given to ensuring these solutions are both effective and sustainable in the
long term. At RloT Secure, we are exploring these advancements, incorporating Al and ML into our
platform to enhance real-time decision-making and threat detection, all while maintaining the efficiency and
security that our clients demand.

Is there a particular person you are grateful for who helped get you to where you are?



One of the pivotal figures in my life, Michael Leishman, played an instrumental role in steering me toward
the path | am on today. Michael was not only a mentor during my high school years but also a visionary
who recognized the potential of computing before it became mainstream. He was responsible for
establishing a computer group at our school, an initiative that ostensibly aimed to gather students for some
after-school gaming. However, this group quickly evolved into something much more significant for those
of us who delved deeper. It was Michael’s encouragement and the environment he fostered that ignited my
passion for technology and set the foundation for my career in software and embedded systems.

Michael’s impact extended beyond the technical skills. He instilled in us a sense of curiosity and
exploration, which has been a guiding principle throughout my professional journey. Over 35 years later, |
still maintain regular contact with him, finding continuous inspiration in his pursuits outside the realm of
technology. Our meetings often revolve around his passions for photography and gardening, which he
approaches with the same fervor he once devoted to computing. These interactions are a constant
reminder of the importance of balance and passion in one’s life and work.

Reflecting on my journey, | realize that the seeds for my career in IoT and security were planted in those
early days with Michael. His holistic approach to teaching and his dedication to nurturing curiosity not only
shaped my technical abilities but also taught me the value of passion and lifelong learning. It is these
lessons that have propelled me through the challenges of leading RIoT Secure, constantly driving
innovation in a field as dynamic and demanding as loT security.

If you could have a one-hour meeting with someone famous who is alive or dead, who would it be
and why?

If given the opportunity to meet with someone from the past, my choice would undoubtedly be Leonardo da
Vinci. Da Vinci was not just an artist and scientist, but a visionary whose intellect traversed the boundaries
of the known world during his time. His curiosity and insatiable hunger for knowledge led him to explore a
vast array of fields, from anatomy to engineering, and his inventions, though conceived centuries ago,
resonate with the innovative challenges and solutions of today.

Da Vinci’s ability to combine art and science to enhance his understanding of the world and then apply this
knowledge practically is particularly inspiring. His detailed studies and sketches of human anatomy, aerial
screws (the precursor to helicopters), and other contraptions are testaments to his ahead-of-his-time
genius. Such an interdisciplinary approach is something that deeply influences my work in I0T security,
where creativity must meld with technical prowess to create robust security solutions.

Spending an hour with him would not just be a lesson in history, but an insight into the mind of someone
who could think centuries ahead of his time. | would probe his thought process on turning abstract
concepts into tangible inventions, as well as his views on the modern world and its technologies. Da Vinci’s
perspective on today’s digital age, especially on areas like cybersecurity and 10T, would be invaluable. His
holistic approach could greatly enrich the innovative strategies we deploy in securing connected devices
and ecosystems in our increasingly interconnected world.

What does the term “authentic leadership” mean to you?

“Authentic leadership” to me signifies the alignment of one’s values with their professional actions and
decisions. It involves leading with transparency, integrity, and a commitment to genuine engagement with
both team members and stakeholders. This style of leadership fosters an environment of trust and
openness, where ideas can be shared freely and individuals feel valued for their unique contributions.

In practice, authentic leadership means being consistently self-aware and receptive to feedback, allowing
personal growth and improvements to be driven by honest assessments from oneself and others. It’s about
being the same person in and out of the boardroom—someone who leads not just through authority but
through example, demonstrating commitment to the company’s values and mission in daily actions.



Moreover, authentic leaders prioritize the development of their teams by encouraging a culture of
continuous learning and adaptability. They celebrate the successes and are present during challenges,
offering guidance and support to navigate through them. By doing so, they inspire loyalty and drive
amongst their team, creating a resilient and motivated workforce that is engaged not only in individual roles
but also in the vision of the company as a whole. This leadership style is vital in fast-evolving fields like 10T
security, where the pace of change is rapid and teams must be agile and aligned under a unified strategic
direction.

What are some of your passions outside of work? What do you like to do in your time off?

Outside the rigorous demands of leading RloT Secure, I'm deeply passionate about activities that offer
relaxation and personal fulfillment. One of my greatest joys comes from engaging with the world of classic
video games and the arcade. This hobby not only takes me back to my early interests in computing but
also provides a vibrant escape that stimulates my problem-solving skills in a different context. Gaming
allows me to explore new worlds and challenges in a controlled environment, which is a perfect
counterbalance to the structured creativity required in my professional life.

Beyond the digital realms, | have a keen interest in understanding how things work, and how they have
evolved with history and cultural influences. These interests fuel my strategic thinking and creativity,
providing fresh insights and ideas that often find their way into my professional endeavors. This blend of
historical curiosity and strategic gameplay enriches my worldview, fostering a well-rounded approach to
leadership and innovation.

These pursuits are not just hobbies but extensions of my learning process. They keep me curious,
motivated, and engaged, ensuring that | bring a fresh, energized perspective to my role at RIoT Secure.
Embracing these passions outside of work underscores the importance of maintaining a healthy work-life
balance, which | advocate for within my team as well, recognizing that personal fulfillment directly
contributes to professional efficacy.

What is your biggest goal? Where do you see yourself in 5 years from now?

Looking five years into the future, | envision myself deeply embedded in the ever-evolving landscape of
technology, continuing to push the boundaries of innovation. My commitment to technology isn’t just a
career path but a lifelong journey of exploration and improvement. As technology shifts, especially within
the realms of loT and cybersecurity, | anticipate adapting and contributing to these changes, leveraging my
years of experience to guide RloT Secure toward new horizons of success and innovation.

My goal is to ensure that RIoT Secure remains at the forefront of the 10T security industry, recognized not
just for our current achievements but for our ongoing contributions to the field. This will involve steering the
company through the upcoming advancements in Al and machine learning, ensuring our products and
services continue to meet the needs of our clients in a world where technological capabilities are
perpetually advancing. | aim to foster a company culture that is as dynamic as the technology we work
with, one that encourages continuous learning and adaptation.

Moreover, | see myself mentoring the next generation of tech leaders within the company, sharing the
knowledge and passion that have fueled my own career. Building a legacy of knowledge and innovation at
RloT Secure will ensure that the company not only grows in its capabilities but also maintains its ethos of
pushing the envelope in 10T security. This role of a mentor and leader will be crucial in nurturing a team
that can carry forward the mission of making the digital and connected world a safer place.

What advice would you give to somebody who is considering entering your field or has just
entered the field?

For anyone entering the field of IoT and cybersecurity, I'd emphasize the importance of cultivating a
mindset geared toward continuous learning and adaptation. The technology landscape, especially within
10T, is exceptionally dynamic, and staying updated with the latest advancements is crucial. Engage deeply



with the foundational aspects of technology — understand the principles of networking, security, and
systems engineering as these form the bedrock on which emerging technologies are built. Moreover,
practical experience is invaluable, so seek out projects or opportunities that challenge you to apply
theoretical knowledge in real-world scenarios.

Networking within the industry is equally important. Attend conferences, workshops, and seminars to
connect with like-minded professionals and thought leaders. These relationships can provide insights that
go beyond formal education and can lead to collaborative opportunities or career advancements. Don’t be
afraid to reach out to experts in the field; most are willing to share knowledge and experiences that can
provide guidance and inspiration.

Lastly, remember that innovation in IoT and cybersecurity often involves navigating uncharted waters. Be
prepared to take calculated risks and experiment with new ideas. The field requires individuals who can
think outside the box to devise solutions that address new or evolving security threats. Embrace the
challenges that come with innovation, as they often lead to growth and learning. Your unique contributions
could lead to significant advancements in making digital environments safer and more efficient.



